
   

  Page 1 of 12 

   
 

 

 FAMILY NEWSLETTER 

                         11th August 2017 
 

“Makarrata” 

Executive Director’s Message By Edward Tudor 

It was an absolute privilege to spend the past weekend at the Garma Festival 

at Gulkula, on the land of the Gumatj people of the Yolngu nation, together 

with Indigenous leaders from across the country. 

The theme of the festival, reflected in the calls of Indigenous leaders, was 

makarrata: a Yolngu word for the bringing of peace after a conflict. The hope 

shared by so many at Gulkula was that this makarrata will result in an 

Indigenous voice to the parliament being enshrined in the Constitution, as was 

called for in the Uluru Statement from the Heart this May. 

The weekend made clear what we already knew: that the road to makarrata 

and to constitutional reform will not be easy.  History tells us that Australian 

referenda are fiercely fought and rarely won. 

In bringing us to the place we now find ourselves, our Indigenous leaders have 

provided us with leadership which is visionary, hopeful and united.  But, this 

alone won’t be enough.  We must demand of our political leaders that they 

too provide leadership, to bring all Australians together with our First Australians 

to achieve makarrata. 

We’re not powerless in this process: each of us can do our bit as individuals.  

We can use our own voices to call for change and to bring our families, our 

friends and our communities with us.  I urge you to join me in doing this.  Our 

hope:  that as our MITS students step into adulthood in the coming years, they 

can reap the rewards of makarrata, and use this peace to improve themselves 

and their communities. 

 

Important Dates 

August 21 

2018 Students NT Interviews 

August 23 

MITS Camp at Torquay 

August 28 

2018 Students VIC Interviews 

August 29 

MITS Volunteers’ Film Night 

September 2 

Partner Schools’ 

Conversation Morning 

 
 

First Assembly of Term 3: 

Congratulations to our 

new Captains! 
 

 
 

T2 Captains Chris and 

Latoya pass on the mantle 

to our new MITS Captains: 

Naomi and RJ! 
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School Report By Kathryn Gale 

Whilst the students were enjoying time at home for their mid-year 

school break, many of them participated in NAIDOC celebrations in 

their communities. This year’s NAIDOC theme was Our Languages 

Matter, which has been a continuing focus in our school program this 

year. All MITS students have a strong sense of pride in their languages, 

and they have learned to appreciate and respect the unique diversity 

of languages represented between them. Our 21 students speak 10 

different languages; Djambarrpuyngu, Gupapuyngu, Gunnai, Iwaitja, 

Kriol, Marrithiyel, Murrinh Patha, Ndjebbana, Tiwi, & Yorta Yorta. 

It has been encouraging to see the 

level of enthusiasm that students have 

shown towards their class work this term. The teachers’ message has 

been clear, and the students have accepted the challenge to ‘be the 

best version of yourselves’ in everything undertaken at MITS – and 

beyond. When a group of students attended an information morning 

at Monash University recently, they came away with not only an 

understanding of what the word “University” means, but they also left 

with an awareness of the possibilities available to them for further 

education into the future.  

In the more immediate future however, our students will soon learn 

which Melbourne schools they will attend in 2018. Although this is a 

significant milestone in their MITS journey, it is also a reminder that there 

is still a lot of work yet to complete, and many goals to reach before 

they make their first visit to their new schools. As the Richmond FC 

players strive to ‘be their best’ in preparation for the final games 

leading to their Premiership dream, so our students are encouraged to 

also ‘be their best’ in this, their Premiership term.  

Assembly August 3 

 

 
Respect Award – Wayne 

Presented by Sally 

Cunningham 

 
Care Award – Shania 

Presented by Sally 

Cunningham 

 
Boarding Award – Shaniya 

Presented by Kathryn Gale 

 

Our Languages Matter! 
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News from Lockington By Amanda Haggie 

It was fantastic to welcome our 

students back after their 4 week 

Bush Holiday. Many were eager to 

share their stories of hunting, 

fishing, connecting with family 

and being back on country. They 

were also super excited to see 

each other, with some great 

friendships beginning to form. 

This Term we have welcomed a 

new male Boarding Coordinator; 

Peter Corboy. Peter is a Victorian 

local and has spent many years 

surfing around the Mornington 

Peninsula. He has three teenage 

children and has recently 

returned from working at St Teresa’s an Indigenous Boarding School for 

boys in Far North Queensland. It is great to have him on the team. 

This week we are all taking a trip to Dobson’s to be kitted out with 

formal uniforms. Despite some reluctance at first, particularly from the 

girls, the students are pretty impressed with their new look. They will 

wear these 

Weekend activities have been 

going really well and trips have 

been made to the Sea Life 

Aquarium, Planet of the Apes 

Movies, a Richmond home game 

against Hawthorn (which they 

won!) and the boarding house 

favourite ‘Bounce’ 

The students have also taken part 

in a local youth group run by 

junior leaders at the Salvation 

Army in Camberwell. This is held 

on a Friday evening and 

everybody has been raving about 

the indoor basketball, dancing 

and the food and are all keen to 

go again! 

 

Assembly August 3  

 

Academic Effort Award – 

Nickiesha 

Presented by Kathryn Gale 

 

 
 

Term 2 Captains, Latoya & 

Chris receive MITS 

Leadership Awards. 

Presented by Brad Carmody 

 

Congratulations to all 

students on your hard work! 
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Our footy season with the 

Richmond Junior Football 

League is drawing to a close 

and we have 3 teams that have 

made the finals; the girls Under 

12 team and the boys Under 13 

and Under 14 teams. We will all 

be making a trip to watch these 

finals over the weekend.  

Patrick McCarthy took most of 

the boys down to Citizens park 

to put in some extra practice. 

This was an extremely muddy 

affair but the boys loved it. 

Another exciting event for 8 of 

our students was a trip to the 

Town Hall to watch the launch 

of the 91 storey Treehouse, a book by Andy Griffiths and Terry Denton. They had us all laughing in 

our seats. 

Our focus at Lockington for the remainder of Term Three is to concentrate on putting 100% effort 

into our work, having a great attitude and working as a team. 
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The Amazing Race  By Shaniya and Latoya 

In our first week of school for Term 3 we had some excursions and fun activities to get back into the 

swing of Melbourne life. One of these activities was “The Amazing Race.” For this we ran around the 

MCG with a clipboard getting answers about the statues of sporting heroes including Jack Dyer, Sir 

Donald Bradman, Dick Reynolds and Jimmy Stynes. We had a time limit to win and Shaniya and 

Latoya were the first team back with all the answers correct. As a prize for winning they enjoyed a 

“Death by Chocolate” at Rowena Café!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MFC Visit  By Shaniya and Latoya 

This year we have been very fortunate to 

have some indigenous Melbourne 

footballers visit us regularly to help out in the 

class and play games with us. They are 

Neville Jetta, Jeff Garlett, Dion Johnstone 

and Jay Kennedy – Harris. They have come 

in their own time to hang out with us and it 

has been a privilege to have them visit. This 

week we had James Harmes and Declan 

Keilty join us with Neville and Dion as well as 

Neville’s son Kyrie for the last session. It has 

been heaps of fun hanging out with them 

this year.  
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ACMI By Shaniya 

During the first week of Term six students went 

with Ms Kathryn to visit ACMI in the city. We 

went to see the Wallace and Gromit exhibition 

and made our own animations. We also went 

to a room called the “Screening Room” and 

played some video games and saw the last V8 

from Mad Max. We had a lot of fun! 

 

 

 

 

 

Monash University By Shania 

At the beginning of Term 3 10 

students went to Monash University 

for a special indigenous 

experience with many other kids 

from schools around Victoria. We 

separated into groups to learn 

about different subjects that can 

be studied at uni such as Law, 

Engineering and Health. In the 

Health session we put sticky red 

liquid on that looked like blood 

and used bandages and put a 

special liquid on our hands that 

told us how many germs we had. 

They gave us a bag that had items 

like Monash pen and paper and a 

stethoscope. We finished by 

having a lunch before heading home. It was a fun day.  

Learning all about movie 

magic at ACMI! 
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SEDA By Kenita 

Every Friday afternoon in Term 3 we walk down to the tram and head up Swan Street to the netball 

courts and the SEDA students have activities set up for us around the netball courts. We split up into 

groups and the SEDA students run activities. The first week we did some soccer and netball and are 

now doing four weeks of netball before four weeks of soccer. Everyone is enjoying it and learning at 

the same time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Terry Denton & Andy Griffiths By Kenita 

On Tuesday after school 8 

students went into the 

Melbourne Town Hall and met a 

lady named Leanne who met us 

and took us inside where we got 

front row seats. We also 

received the brand new book 

“The 91 Storey Tree House.” 

Andy and Terry came out and 

spoke about the book. Then 

they got out water guns and 

started spraying the audience. 

Then Jill came out with an 

animal act and at the end we 

all lined up to get photos with 

Andy and Terry. We got first 

photos and then left.  
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Psych-on-a-bike  

By Albert 

Every Friday Sam Wiley 

comes in and one at a time 

a few of the boys go for a 

bike ride with him. We talk 

to him about what’s going 

on and how school is going. 

We usually ride for an hour 

and sometimes go past 

Polly Woodside or up near 

Carlton Gardens. It is pretty 

cool to be able to talk 

about stuff and ride at the 

same time.  

 

MITS Filming By Albert 

Last week a filmmaker came in to MITS to make a short virtual 

reality tour of a day at MITS. Kenita and Albert had to 

remember some lines and act a few scenes at the boarding 

house, school and in Yarra Park. We even had a cameo with 

some Richmond players. Keep an eye out for it later this year!   
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Announcing the new MITS Captains 

The Term 3 MITS Captains were announced at assembly last week and they are Naomi and RJ.  

RJ Farnham: 

“It feels good being captain and it gets me more used to speaking in front of people and builds my 

confidence.” 

Naomi Gaykamangu: 

“When it was announced I was captain I was a bit surprised but I feel very proud and happy to be 

school captain.” 

 

  Term 2 & 3 MITS Captains: Naomi, Latoya, RJ and Chris. 
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Hanging out with MFC in 

the MITS Classroom! 

 


