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 FAMILY NEWSLETTER 

                         17 November 2017 
 

“Looking Back and Looking Forward” 

Executive Director’s Message By Edward Tudor 

At this week’s assembly I was so impressed to hear three groups of students talk 

about their experiences at their Partner Schools so far this term.  Each of the 

students spoke clearly and confidently about their visits to the schools, the new 

friends they have met, and the things that they are looking forward to next 

year. 

It was a wonderful opportunity to look back, and to look forward.  Looking 

back, we can see just how much each of our students has grown this year: in 

ability, in self-confidence and in every case, height!  As we approach the end 

of the year, each of our students should feel so proud of their growth, and the 

way in which they have risen to the many challenges of schooling away from 

home. 

Looking forward, it’s clear that so much excitement and opportunity now lies 

on the horizon for each MITS student.  We know that their next step – to a 

Partner School – will not be easy, but are confident that each of them has the 

ability and the determination to give it their best shot.  As they do this, they will 

be supported by our wonderful Partner Schools, our Melbourne families, and of 

course us at MITS. 

I’m excited to hear from the other four student groups next assembly, and to 

see all of our students continue to grow next year and beyond.  

 

Important Dates 

December 11 

Families to travel to Melb. 

December 12 

Families and students visit 

Partner Schools 

Graduation Dinner 

December 13 

End of Term – all students 

travel home with their 

families. 

 
 
 

Happy Birthday to Ed, 

Nichola and Kath from all 

the MITS family! 
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School Report By Kathryn Gale 

At the end of last term, we were fortunate to be visited at MITS by Victoria’s Governor, the 

Honourable Linda Dessau AC. She is Victoria’s 29th Governor and the very first female Governor of 

Victoria. She was accompanied on her visit to MITS, by her husband, Anthony Howard. Just before 

they left the classroom, Mr Howard asked the students “would you like to come and visit my 

house?” The student’s answer was a resounding “yes!” So on October the 31st we had the privilege 

of a private visit and a tour of Mr. Howard’s and Governor Dessau’s house – Government House.  

Upon arrival, the students all signed the visitors’ register before being taken on a tour by Mr Howard, 

and shown the many stately and regal rooms where the Governor and Mr Howard receive and 

entertain their many guests. Mr Howard was a very welcoming host and he made us feel at home in 

his 150 room house. He told us about the house’s history and about the many important people who 

have visited there over the years. He also very proudly showed us some of Government House’s Art 

collection, including the work of many Aboriginal artists that the Governor and Mr. Howard have 

displayed on their walls.  

 

 

 

One surprisingly elegant room we visited, was the Ballroom, which has a very high ceiling, gold-leaf 

painted plasterwork and an extremely shiny wooden floor. Immediately, when the students entered 

this room, they began to dance and slide back and forth on the slippery boards. Mr Howard then 

entertained us with afternoon tea in the dining room at the long dining room table. The students 

were treated to juice, tea and fancy biscuits. 

 

The amazing Ballroom at Government House 
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We finished our visit with a kick of the footy on the Government House front lawn. The Governor 

joined us and Mr. Howard briefly, before getting back to her official duties and busy schedule. It 

was a visit to remember, and an experience our students will talk about for a long time to come. 

The Government House ball-room even featured in one of the student’s creative writing stories this 

week. He is anticipating being a future Governor of Victoria, which is most admirable.  

Our sincere thanks to Mr. Howard and the Honourable Linda Dessau AC for the kind hospitality they 

offered to the MITS students and staff. 
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News from Lockington By Amanda Haggie 

With the weather warming up in Melbourne we have taken the opportunity to do several trips to the 

Beach. The kids love exploring, playing footy on the sand and swimming. We have been trying to 

visit different beaches along the coastline and stretching out to Mornington Peninsula. 

For Cup weekend, we had a small number of students as several took the opportunity to go home 

for four days or to visit friends in Victoria. With a smaller number, we made the most of it and 

planned some fantastic activities. They all ended up having a climbing theme which meant the kids 

were super active. 

Day one Patrick took a group to Clip and Climb in Richmond, some were even game enough to 

take the Leap of Faith. The following day along with some fantastic volunteers, the team took our 

crew to Hanging Rock. This is about an hour and a half out of Melbourne and is a stunning place to 

visit. 

To top the long weekend off, a group of us headed to Tree Top Adventures in Belgrave. This is a 

fantastic place to climb high trees, tackle swinging obstacles and zip line, all while being strapped 

in to a harness. This was a mix of being super nervous with legs wobbling to pure exhilaration! 
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On cup day, some chose a movie while a couple of the girls chose to indulge in a girl’s pamper 

day. We finished the afternoon with a fun Melbourne Cup sweep. We were awarded a fine 

selection of chocolates, not bad for a Tuesday afternoon! 

1st Place Shania Marrakuy 

2nd Place Amanda Haggie 

3rd Latoya Tipiloura 

This term we have been focussing on inviting our 2018 host families into Lockington to dine with us 

and meet the kids. To date we have welcomed The Brigg’s who will host Kydan, The Hortons, who 

are hosting Wayne and the Smiths who will be hosting Calvin. This is a great chance for the kids to 

show them around their environment and help the families get a sense of what life has been like for 

them in the past 11 months. 

During a couple of weekends, we have had Mike Hill come in and record the ‘kid’s stories’ These 

are for the kids to have as memories from their time at Lockington and at MITS. I have been super 

impressed with the willingness the kids have shown in sharing and talking to the camera and how 

much they have grown in confidence and maturity. It was also wonderful to see the kids 

encouraging and supporting each other.   

School visits have started and will continue until the end of the term. The students are always well 

prepared and willing to participate and have been coming back with some very positive stories. 

This is certainly helping with the reality of next year and what it will be like. 

  

Kicking the footy with KGI at Punt Road Oval 
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Science Lesson: Surface Tension of Water  By Chris Farnham 

In this lesson we had to use a dropper and a 5 cent piece and we 

had to estimate how many drops we thought would fit on the 5 cent 

coin. We did the experiment and then did another experiment with 

dishwashing liquid mixed with the water. We estimated again with 

the detergent. The detergent and water had a smaller result of 

drops then just water because of the change in surface tension. 

 

  The MITS Scientists making discoveries! 
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Tree of Life  By Nickiesha Kerinaiua 

 

This term Kenita, Latoya, Shaniya and I are 

completing the Tree of Life program with Christine, 

Kathryn and Marlo. We learned what the trees are 

about and how they connect to each other. We 

learned how they live and how they get clean after a 

fire. We all created a tree with our strengths and the 

special people in our lives. In the roots are our 

language, name and where we come from as well 

as Melbourne. Next week we will present our trees to 

the group and some special people who we have 

invited. 
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Stella Intensive Writing Workshop with Ellen Van Neerven   
By Kydan Atkinson, Bhodi Sharman and Wayne Gaden 

Last week we had an author named Ellen Van Neerven from Stella Literacy come to run a writing 

workshop with us. She was an aboriginal lady from Queensland and had written some books. We all 

wrote a story about home. We got to choose what style we wrote in. Some kids wrote comics, 

fantasy, picture stories, short stories and poems. All of our writing is going to be made into one big 

book full of stories of home.  

 

  

The MITS authors working on Australia’s next best sellers! 
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  November 16th Assembly Awards 2017 

 

  Academic Excellence 
Award 

Albert Hood 

 

  Boarding Excellence Award 

RJ Farnham 

 

  Respect Award 

Chris Farnham 

 

  GOLD Mathletics Award 

Albert Hood 
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Mathletics Awards 

 

Kevin and Wayne speak about their visit to St. Kevin’s  

Calvin and Harry spoke about Brighton Grammar 

Shaniya and Kenita spoke about Huntingtower 
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  October Awards 

 


