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 FAMILY NEWSLETTER 

                         8th September 2017 
 

“Finals Fever!” 

We congratulate Ed Tudor, the Executive Director of MITS! 

Ed was awarded the 2016 Jack Brockhoff Foundation Churchill Fellowship 

which provides opportunities for Australian citizens to seek new ideas, 

innovation and excellence in different parts of the world. In particular Ed 

was awarded the Fellowship to investigate programs that support the 

transition of young indigenous people to mainstream education. This is 

very relevant to the purpose of MITS. The travels, studies and the many 

conversations that this fellowship will provide, will be of enormous benefit 

to the future growth and development of MITS. 

We look forward to hearing about his experiences when he returns at the 

beginning of term 4. 

It has been my pleasure to spend more time in the MITS school and 

Boarding House over the last week while Ed spends time in New Zealand, 

Canada, USA and Finland. I have been involved with MITS for several 

years as a Board member and last year as a volunteer in the classroom. 

I am enjoying the opportunity to work again alongside these engaging, 

vibrant young people as well as exchanging ideas with the dedicated 

staff. 

In my first week, I have seen the students enjoy visits from the US Marines, 

then visit their ship moored In Port Phillip Bay, take part in a drama class, 

and then studiously focus on their homework after dinner. As well, their 

classroom program is a very important focus as they work towards their 

transition into schools for 2018. 

Margaret Webb OAM 

 

Important Dates 

September 8 

Richmond & Geelong Final  

September 21 

Excursion to Cranbourne 

Botanic Gardens 

September 22 

Students travel home 

 
 

 

RFC Guard of Honour 

 
MITS students have the 

privilege of performing 

Guard of Honour duties for 

Richmond at tonight’s game 

against Geelong! 

Go Tigers! 
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Class Report By Bradley Carmody 

Among all the excitement of the past few 

weeks we have also been working really 

hard in class. In English we have finished 

reading our class novel Blueback and 

completed a detailed Book Review. In 

Maths we have been working extremely 

well with fractions and decimals and can 

add, subtract and multiply them. Our 

History topic is Ancient Egypt and we 

have been classifying living things in 

Science. We are also completing some 

elective subjects on a Tuesday afternoon 

that include: Photography, Languages, 

Design Technology and Gym. In the Arts we have done some Paper 

Mache and also enjoyed a Drama incursion. This term has been a 

strong academic one as we look towards the final term of the year and 

transitioning the students to their new school for 2018!  

Assembly Awards: 

Presented by Jeff Kennett and 

Georgina Downer 

 
Respect Award – Latoya 

 
Care Award – Kenita 

 
Courage Award – Chris 

 
Academic Excellence Award – 

Kydan 



   

  Page 3 of 8 

   
 

News from Lockington By Amanda Haggie 

The last few weeks at 

Lockington have felt a little 

empty as the Footy Season has 

wound up. Three of our teams 

were able to make the Grand 

final with a very satisfying win 

for the Under 14 boys; RJ, Chris, 

Harry and Ronnell. We are 

super proud of all our kids who 

have trained, walked to 

Citizens Park and played 

games, rain, wind or shine. 

We were also lucky enough to have had a group of sailors from the United States Navy to visit the 

Boarding House. 25 rather strong looking members of the 2500-member ship came striding in to 

Lockington. Both our students and the sailors shared stories about where they are from. It was 

interesting to learn that most of them lived in 

Japan. 

We followed up our catch up with a walk 

down to Citizens Park where the kids taught 

the Americans how to kick a footy. The 

evening finished with Fish and Chips at the 

park. 

Then on Saturday we were given a private 

tour of the ship, see the photos below, it was 

huge and full of lots of different weapons and 

military vehicles including a super cool 

hovercraft. 

Some of our boys have been visiting the local 

gym to attend a boxing class for Indigenous 

Youth. This is something they all loved and 

want to continue. Activities and getting out 

and about are always popular. 

Some super exciting news for us here at 

Lockington is the recruitment of two new 

male staff members, Liam Flanagan and 

Jack Williams who are both from Darwin and 

very keen footy players. It is great to have 

them as part of our team. 
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RJFC Boys Grand Final Win By Chris Farnham 

At the start of this season we weren’t winning 

games and then we started training properly. 

We started playing well and we ended up 

finishing on top of the ladder and making the 

Grand Final. The game was intense and goal 

after goal was kicked throughout the game. We 

got on top early and the Kew Rovers came 

home strong in the second half but we won by 

10 points in the end 40 – 30. At the end of the 

game we all lined up and got our medals and 

song the Tigers theme song. Ronnell, RJ, Harry 

and I had a great year at RJFC! 

RJFC Girls Grand Final By Shania Marrakuy 

We ran through a banner and we played against the Kew 

Comets 1. I was full forward, Naomi was half-forward and 

Kenita was centre-half-back. They kicked the first goal and I 

kicked it to Maggie but the Kew Comets scored again. Naomi 

marked the ball and kicked it to Sophia and then Maggie got 

the ball again but Kew Comets scored again. At the end of 

the game they had 6 goals and we had only one goal that I 

kicked. After we received our medal we had a whole block 

of chocolate each! We had a great year playing for RJFC 

and I hope to stay in that team next year! 
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Visitors By Naomi Gaykamangu 

In the past few weeks we have had many 

visitors 

The Governor of Victoria the Honourable 

Linda Dessau AC came to our classroom at 

the Richmond Footy Club with her husband 

and talked about her work and where she 

stays at her big house in the Botanical 

Gardens. She has invited us to Government 

House next term and I gave her a basket 

that my great grandmother made. She 

showed Kydan and I her car with the flag 

and crown on the number plate and gave 

us a little present of sunflower seeds. 

Hamish Blake came into our classroom and Ms Sarah and I wrote a big welcome sign. He talked 

about himself and we asked him funny questions about some of the things he has done. We were 

scaring him because he is afraid of spiders. RJ and I gave him a booklet with some MITS photos and 

information in it before we had a group photo. 

Jeff Kennett and Georgina Downer also visited us and talked about their work with the TORCH 

project, an organisation that promotes the Arts and works with Indigenous people in prisons and the 

community.  
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Guard of Honour By Naomi Gaykamangu 

Jack Reiwoldt and Alex Rance came into our classroom for a visit 

this week and asked us if we would like to be the guard of honour 

and they gave us all a Richmond scarf that we are going to wear 

at the game on Friday night. They both came into our classroom 

with bare feet and we were laughing with them. Alex gave Latoya 

a special hug! 

Birthday Milkshakes By Ronnell Gaiyurnbi 

During camp week it was my birthday and then on the weekend it was Marie and Harry’s birthday. To 

celebrate our birthdays we went to Rowena Café for a milkshake. I got a Strawberry and Chocolate 

and it was lovely. Tammy and Layla served us as they work there every Tuesday. 
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Torquay Camp By Ronnell Gaiyurnbi and Naomi Gaykamangu 

On the 24 – 26th of August all the MITS students attended a 

cultural camp at Torquay. We did activities such as stand up 

paddle boarding, explored the property and chased 

kangaroos. The girls made scarfs and the boys made shields 

and boomerangs. We also went to the beach and collected 

sea shells and sand and the girls made boxes to put them in. 

We slept on bunk beds in a room each of girls and boys. It 

was Ronnell’s birthday on the first day of camp and we had 

a big cake to celebrate. 
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