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      BIRTHDAYS  

Sherilyn 21 Dec & 
Sharde 28 Dec  

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Visit to Government House 

 December 6, 2018 

 Important Dates: 

  6 December : Final School 
Assembly 

  10 December : Families 
arrive in Melbourne 

  11 December am: Family & 
Students visits to Partner 
Schools 

  11 December pm: MITS 
Student Graduation 

  12 December 6 pm: 
Students & families return 
home for the Christmas 
Holidays 

  29 January 2019 : 2019 
MITS Students & Families 
travel to Melbourne 

  30 & 31 January 2019 : 
2019 MITS Students’ & 
Families’ Melbourne 
Orientation Program  

Executive Director’s Message by Edward Tudor 

What a great joy it has been to share this school year with our MITS 

Class of 2018. Each of them has taken on the immense challenge of 

schooling in Melbourne and excelled – learning new skills, meeting new 

people and broadening their horizons. They have lived our MITS values 

of Respect, Courage, Culture and Care and have been wonderful     

ambassadors for their families and communities. 

We are excited to celebrate our Class of 2018 Graduation in just over 

one week. The graduation is a particularly special evening as we are 

joined by the many people who support our students: their families from 

home, their new Partner Schools, future host families and our many 

MITS volunteers, supporters and staff. We are indebted to all of these 

people for making MITS and our programs possible. 

As the 2018 school year draws to a close, I would like to pay tribute to 

the leaders of our school and boarding programs: Kath Gale and   

Amanda Haggie. Both Kath and Amanda have worked tirelessly and 

passionately for our students and we have been immensely fortunate to 

have them leading their teams at MITS. Amanda is stepping into an  

exciting role as Director of Boarding at Melbourne Girls’ Grammar 

School, and Kath is taking her much earned retirement after decades 

contributing to educational advancement for young Indigenous         

people. Kath and Amanda, my thanks to you both! 



 
Book Launch -  ‘Gudwan Pleis’ 

By Kathryn Gale 

As part of the school’s Arts program in 2017, the Class of 2017 stu-

dents were involved in the writing and illustrating of stories in  either 

their first or their heritage languages. Five of the students’ stories 

were selected to be published in a book  titled ‘Gudwan Pleis’ (Kriol, 

for ‘A Good Place’). The book is a tangible way of acknowledging 

and celebration our students’ languages and cultural heritages. On 

November 27th, MITS hosted our first ever Book Launch, with spe-

cial guests - the Alumni students of 2017 whose stories and   illus-

trations are in the book, as well as supporters from the North Bal-

wyn Rotary Club who funded the printing of the book, and DPR&Co 

who worked on the pre-production work, preparing the book for 

printing.  

Nichola LeFroy organised the event, Sarah George MC-ed and 

Kenita Bush read one of her stories from the book. Thanks to     

everyone who attended this event, and to those special people who 

facilitated the production of Gudwan Pleis.   

Stories in the book include— 

      The Bully—a Djambarrpuyngu & English story by Shania Marrakuy 

 Lost Boy—a Gunnai & English story by Chris Farnham 

The Tiwi Boys—a Tiwi & English story bu Paul Babui, Calvin Cook & 
Latoya Tipiloura 

Imiyu Nomo Fleiflei—A Kriol and English story by Kenita Bush 

How I Came to MITS—A Kriol & English story by Kenita Bush 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Book Launch—’Gudwan Pleis’ 



 Government House Visit 

 

By Lilly Oliphant 

On Wednesday November 7th, we went to Government House and 

we got to see the Governor Linda, and her husband Tony. They told 

us that they have 280 rooms in their house and they showed us the 

ballroom. It was so big and fancy. We had a cup of tea and some 

biscuits together in the big dining room. There was a lot of security 

and we didn’t get to see the other rooms. We saw a photo of the  

Tiwi kids who visited there too. Linda and Tony have 2 boys. When 

we went to play footy on the big lawns, I asked the Governor if she 

had any grandchildren and she said ‘no’. I asked her if I could be her 

granddaughter and she said ‘yes’. Liam swapped his hat for Tony’s 

coat. In the end, we had a photo taken with them before we had to 

go back to Lockington.  

 

By Sherilyn O’Ryan 

On the 7
th
 of November, we went to Government House. We went 

there at lunchtime in 2 cars and 1 bus. First we went in the house 

and met the Governor’s husband. He told us that there are 280 

rooms and he told us the rules too. After that he showed us how the 

rooms looked and it was so big, especially the ballroom. His name is 

Tony, and he also showed us the tea room and another room that 

had photos of all the old Governors. After that, we went outside to 

have a kick of the footy, then we met the Governor and she was re-

ally nice. We had a chat with her and her name is Linda.  



 
More Government House Photos 

 



MITS AWARDS 
SCHOOL ASSEMBLY November 15 

MITS COURAGE AWARD                                          

Presented by                              

Sally Cunningham to                     

Leo Ponto 

MITS CARE AWARD                                          

Presented by                              

Brad Carmody to        

Cecil Purantatameri 

MITS ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE & 

EFFORT AWARD                           

Presented by Kathryn Gale to                                

Adam Macale 

MITS RESPECT AWARD                                          

Presented by                              

Brady Cooper to            

Shontanay Harrison 

The MITS                                          

BOARDING  EXCELLENCE AWARD                           

Presented by Amanda Haggie to 

Lilly Oliphant 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to 

ED TUDOR & KATHRYN GALE 

who share a Nov 15 birthday  



By Gigi  
Burarrawanga-

Wilson 
 

My school for next year 
is Preshil. When I first 
visited Preshil last 
Wednesday, it was the 
day when all the fun 
things happen, like 
Electives, History,   
Writing and Science. 
Electives was my fa-
vourite. We played a     
Frisbee game that was 
a mix of netball and  
rugby. The rules are—if 
you have the Frisbee, 
you can throw it to any-
one but you’re not al-
lowed to move and you 
have to get it across the 
other team’s try line and 
then you swap. Over all, 
it was very fun. I found 
out that we have no 
school uniforms, and 
we are allowed to have 
our phones at school. It 
was a good experience. 
and I love the idea of 
the school. I’m excited 
to go there. It should be 

Partner School Visits 

By Levi Christopherson 
 

  Lately, the students at MITS have     
been going to visit their 2019 schools. 
Tarkyn and I are going to Trinity Gram-
mar and we have gone to see our 
Boarding school and the school itself. 
We picked our bed and got our uni-
form. I went into classes and made 
some new friends. We had lunch with 
Mr Tom and then went back to class 
with our new friends. After school, 
Tarkyn and I went to the boarding 

house and put our clothes in the cupboard. After a little bit we got 
dropped back to MITS. I loved the visit to Trinity Grammar and I 
can’t wait to go there next year.  

 
By Leo Ponto 

 
I have been to visit my new school, St. 
Kevin’s and few times. I have met Mr 
Pain, Mr Irwin, Ms Gallivan, Mr Krake, 
Mr Russell, Mr Foster, Ms Fur and Mr 
Butcher. The students I met were 
Daniel, Billy, Jordie, Jacob and Allan. 
One day we went to St Kevin’s after 
recess and as we were walking up 
the stairs to go to Science, I saw my 
host brother walking down the stairs 
and Brayden met his older host broth-
er and we had a chat with them. After 
school, we waited for Brayden’s host family to arrive, and when 
they arrived they had a Range Rover and they took off. On the 
last day of St Kevin’s, Ms Kath organised for us to go and do lots 
of activities with the St Kevin’s boys. I can’t wait to go to St Kev-
in’s next year.  

 
 



The Gym By Jodie 
 
Every Tuesday for   

electives Jenae, Timi-

kar, Kayden, Tarkyn, 

Levi and I went with Mr 

Brad to the gym. We 

did fitness testing and 

we go to the gym at 

VAHS in Preston. We 

did boxing and some 

fitness. We saw 

Michelle and I gave her 

a big hug. After that we 

went to the 7Eleven to 

get some fuel for the 

car and Mr Brad let us 

get a slurpee each for 

$1. Then after the gym 

we went back to Lock-

ington and we had lots 

of fun.  

Design Elective  by Marlene Lee  

Every Tuesday afternoon we 

have electives, and my       

elective is Design. We have 

built cars, planes and animals. 

I made a dinosaur out of Lego 

and I also made a car out of 

wood, by sticking the pieces 

together and following the   

instructions. Every time we do 

work we listen to songs on the 

computer and we all get to choose a song.  

 

Tree of Life by Savario Minor  

Tree of Life is about 

you and your life, 

family and friends. 

Also it is about your 

country, community 

and culture. We draw 

a tree and all the 

parts of the tree are 

about a part of our 

life. On the last day, 

we have a graduation 

at Rowena Café. For 

me, I’m inviting Leo 

because he is a good 

kid and also he is 

nice to kids here at MITS. He makes me laugh and also he is a 

good footballer.  

 

 

Electives 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Water Convention 

By Kayden Harrison 

The Water Convention was about toilets and water all over the 

world. They talked about toilets because some schools don’t have 

toilets, and if they need to go, they have to go out to the bush to do 

poo or wee. That is a bit sad. They talked about water because wa-

ter is getting polluted and the sewers are helping with the      pollut-

ed water. 

The convention was held at Melbourne University. It was in one of 

the big halls, and this is where we learnt about the toilets and the 

sewers, plus other things about water. 

We watched different types of acts and after the talks we went in 

different groups to do some activities. Some of us built robots out of 

cardboard and made a play about saving rubbish from entering the 

water systems. We also got a delicious lunch—it was yum. 

The next day we went to the Collingwood Children’s farm and 

learnt about the same thing but how the farms use water. We had a 

BBQ lunch and brownies and some fruit—it was also yum. When 

we had finished all of our activities, we got together in a big group 

and each school had to go up and speak about water, plants and 

make a good comment about saving water. From MITS, Sharde 

and Levi spoke as they are our Captains for Term 4.  



A Boys’ Camping 
Weekend   

With Rick & Liz Tudor  

Lockington News 

By Amanda Haggie 

Here at Lockington we have been taking the opportunity to explore parts of 

the inner city, which has been super exciting. While the boys were on a 

camping holiday with Rick & Liz Tudor, doing outdoorsy activities such as 

fishing and mountain biking, the girls headed in to China-town to explore. 

We decided to dine at one of Charlotte’s favourite haunts—Shanghai    

Village, where we feasted on dumplings, Asian greens, crispy savoury 

pancakes and fried rice. 

Another exciting dining experience was our much-anticipated trip to     

Charcoal Lane, a in Gertrude St. Fitzroy specialising in Indigenous Food. 

We started the meal with a tasting platter of various herbs, plants, fruits 

and spices. This was followed by a choice of either barramundi or        

kangaroo and a yummy chocolate lamington to finish. It was a lovely     

experience to spend with members of the Alice Sloan Trust. 

 

 

 

 

 

By Kaleb Rioli-Brogan 

Two weeks ago we went to Charcoal Lane and 

we had a lot of good food, especially the main 

course. Before we started eating our main course 

we had a bunch of food to try like a leaf that was hot and it burned my 

tongue. Then I tried the other food and some tasted weird. The best part 

was the barramundi and the kangaroo! The smell was so good and I wish 

we got more food. I got the barra and it tasted so good, especially with the 

salt. Leo got the kangaroo but he didn’t eat is because I am pretty sure it’s 

his totem. We all liked Charcoal Lane.  



Lauriston Fab Lab 

By Timikar Johnson 

 

Last week after school 

on Wednesday, the girls 

went to Nicky’s     

daughter’s school,    

Lauriston, which has a 

Fab Lab.  

 

We made keyrings for 

ourselves and after 

making that, we had 

sandwiches, juice,    

muffins and icy poles. 

The key rings were   

yellow, blue, orange 

and green. We used 

iPads to design the key-

rings and put our 

names on them. We 

used hard plastic to 

make them and a laser 

to cut them into the right 

shape.  

A Visit to Lauriston Girls’ School Fab Lab 

The MITS girls were very fortunate to be 

invited to an afternoon at Lauriston Girls’ 

School in their Fab Lab. With the use of 

iPads, the girls were able to     design a 

pattern for a keyring, upload their image 

and watch this being laser-cut into resin. 

This was organised through one of 

amazing volunteers, Nicky Harles’ 

daughter Emily, who attends Lauriston. 

The girls thoroughly enjoyed this     

session, being able to interact with  

other Year 7 girls and come away with 

a super cool keyring. 

Digital Stories 

This last week we have had Mike Hill 

coming into the boarding house to 

film all the students doing their end-of

-year ‘MITS story’. It has been super 

impressive watching the students 

open up about their time at MITS and 

sharing some of their insights, words 

of advice and stories for the next 

group of MITS students. It is         

wonderful to see how confident most 

of them have become—speaking up 

and articulating what they want to say 

about themselves and others. 



Family BBQ  

By Tarkyn Tallon Rosas 

 

On Sunday all of us 

kids met our host fami-

lies and our boarding 

house people for next 

year. We all had a lot of 

fun playing and kicking 

the football. Then Pad-

dy was cooking then I 

took over and started 

cooking. Then I was 

playing Ping Pong 

against my host family. 

After that we ended up 

having dinner which 

was nice. When every-

one left, Paddy and I 

started to clean the 

BBQ and it took a long 

time. Then we went to 

fuel up the bus and we 

came back home.  

Alumni News—Host Family BBQ 

By Michelle Kerrin 

We were joined by MITS alumni 

and current and new Melbourne 

host families on a beautiful      Sun-

day evening for a BBQ and a yarn! 

Our 2018 students did an amazing 

job meeting and catching up with their host families for next year, 

and introducing them to all that is Lockington. Our  Melbourne 

families had the opportunity to connect with one another and 

share stories of what it’s like or what it might be like, to host our 

deadly students. We are grateful that our Melbourne families got 

to meet one another, only to make our MITS community stronger 

and more grounded over the coming years. Thank you to every-

one who attended our MITS host family BBQ night and to all our 

students who represented themselves as leaders. Your courage 

and strength continues to shine bright everywhere you go! 



  

As we are coming into our last weeks of school, we are sending 

good throughs to our MITS alumni who are working hard to finish 

the year off strongly. Everyone has done an incredible job this term 

and we wish you all the best for the last bit of exams and           

transitions into Year 9 and 10!  

The Pathways team are also excited to 

see the 2018 mob join our alumni students 

in their partner schools over the next two 

weeks and of course, next year. We have 

a strong number of MITS students suc-

ceeding in Melbourne. Keep up the deadly 

work everyone!  

Host Families and MITS Alumni 

 



 Alumni News 

 

 



School of Rock  

By Liam Kenyon 

 

I went with Jan to the 

School of Rock musical. 

The taxi ride there was  

fun. On the way, I 

looked at all the tall  

buildings. When we got 

there, we got an egg 

and bacon toastie.  The 

musical was really  

cool. After we got back 

back to Lockington, I 

told Jan it was fun and I 

hope to see her on 

Thursday.  

More Fun Activities 

RFC Photoshoot  by Denise Dumoo 

On Tuesday Brayden and I went to 

the RFC gym room for a photo-

shoot. We had to try on some jump-

ers and t-shirts so they could take 

lots of photos for the Richmond web-

site and shop. It was fun and there 

were two other kids doing the same 

thing. When we finished, we got a 

free jumper and a show-bag.  

 

Tree Tops Adventures  

by Adam and Brayden  

On Friday we went to Tree 

Tops adventures. It was a forty-five    minute drive to get there. As 

soon as we got there, we went to the reception to get our gear. We 

had a little course and learned about what we were using and the 

rules. They told us what not to do, and how to be safe. When we 

started, most of us went on the same course and it took about 20 

minutes. Then some went on the short black one which took 40 

minutes. Then there were some kids 

who got scared and took forever to 

move from one place to another.     

Adam went on the short balck and he 

was creaming and scared. A lot of 

people were especially when you had 

to jump off on the flying foxes. After 

the tree top adventures everybody was 

really tired but happy.  



 KGI Day   

and say a row number, then that row would stand 

together and say “No Sir, Not I Sir”. Then Tahlia 

would  say “The who Sir?” and we would then say 

a different row and it would go back and forth until 

one of the rows would muck up. If they mucked 

up, that row would move to the back. The aim of 

the game is to make it to the front row and be the 

champs. We also had some pizza for lunch and 

after lunch we went down to the Sports Hall for a 

session with a Jui-Jitsu world champion, Shantelle 

Thompson, and her husband George, he is her 

coach. They were with us for the whole afternoon 

and they taught us some wrestling moves. We al-

so shared in a yarning circle about where we are 

from, what school we are going to next year and 

something about ourselves. We had lots of fun, 

thanks KGI mob. 

by Shontanay & Jenae  

On Friday 23
rd

 November we had a 

whole day with Thara and Tahlia from 

KGI because the teachers had a plan-

ning day. Our first activity was a game 

were we had to sit down in 2 teams and 

then get up in numbers and run through 

the legs of our teammates. The second 

game was a trust fall game were we 

had to fall back on the kids and they 

had to catch us. We had to shoulder-to-

shoulder for it to work. We also played 

musical chairs and a game called Pop. 

This was fun, because we had to sit in 

rows and Tahlia would say a sentence 



 



 Tree of Life Graduation 


