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 Back to School for Term 3 

 August 10, 2018 

                        
Important Dates: 

  10 August: Snow Trip to 
Mt. Bulla! 

  14 August: Barring-bul 
Exhibition Volunteers’ 
event 

  16 August: Sirius College 
students to visit MITS 

  23 August: MITS 
Assembly at RFC 

  27 August: NT Interviews 
for 2019 MITS students 
begin 

   

Working in partnership with our families 

We were thrilled to learn recently that Liam Flanagan, one of our 
wonderful MITS Boarding Coordinators, has been nominated for 
the Victorian Training Awards Koorie Student of the Year 
Award.  This nomination is a great honour for Liam, and recognises 
his commitment to his studies – a dual Diploma of Sports Develop-
ment and Coaching Management through Swinburne’s Richmond 
Institute of Sports Leadership – his dedication to our MITS         
students, and his role as an emerging Indigenous leader. 

Liam’s nomination caused me to reflect on just how fortunate we 
are to have all of our team at MITS.  Across School, Boarding, 
Pathways and Office, our MITS staff – Indigenous and non-
Indigenous people – are working in partnership with our families 
and communities to provide the very best opportunities for our    
students.  It is these staff who challenge the students with new   
ideas, support them through homesickness, cheer them on in their      
Partner Schools, and ensure that we have the resources to make it 
all possible. 

As we head towards the half way point of our “Premiership Term” I 
want to take a moment to say a big “thank you!” to all of our team 
for their commitment to MITS and our students. 

And, we wish Liam the very best for the Awards Dinner, which will 
be held next Friday evening.  Good luck Liam! 

Executive Director’s Message by Edward Tudor 



 

NEW TERM 3  

MITS CAPTAINS  

 

By Kaleb 

 

When I was announced 
as the Term 2 male MITS 
Captain, I felt very proud 
of myself but a bit nervous 
as well. Timikar and I had 
to do speech in front of 
different people during the 
term. We were especially 
nervous in front of the 
Richmond players, Dan 
Butler and Jason 
Castagna, then also in 
front of Robert Young 
who made the design for 
the Richmond Dreamtime 
jumper that I wore. 
 
When we had lunch with 
the Richmond players at 
Lockington, it was fun be-
cause we got to meet the 
Richmond players and 
then we had to thank 
them all for coming. 
There were some funny 
moments when Timikar 
and I were captains. We 
made some mistakes, but 
no-one minded.  
 
We got to congratulate 
the new Term 3 Cap-
tains—Kayden & Elaine, 
at the Assembly. I hope 
they enjoy their job as 
Captains, like Timikar and 
I have. 
 
 

At the School Assembly on August 

2, the new Term 3 MITS     Captains 

were announced. They are Kayden 

Harrison & Elaine Koimala-Brown. 

Kayden and Elaine were presented 

with their Captains’ badges by Mr 

Brady & Ms Sally, and they were 

then congratulated by out-going 

Term 2 Captains, Kaleb & Timikar. 

Kaleb and Timikar are to be congrat-

ulated too, for the way in which they 

conducted themselves as Captains 

and role models to their fellow stu-

dents.  

New Term 3 MITS CAPTAINS 

 

Out-going Term 2 
Captains (outer) 
Kaleb & Timikar, with 
in-coming Term 3 
Captains (inner)   
Kayden & Elaine.  

 



Animations and Music 

By Leo 

On Monday afternoons, 
Sam and Joanne come 
from Swinburne University 
to help us create a stop 
motion go video. First we 
had to think of some  
emotions. We thought of 
excited, lonely, scared 
and proud. Next we had to 
pick an animal that 
matched these emotions. 
My group had proud and 
we picked a dingo,       
because we thought a  
dingo is proud. Then our 
group came up with an 
ideas board which        
included   pictures, col-
ours and drawings. Then 
we made a dingo and   
scenery  using playdough 
and drawings on paper.    

The Melbourne Chamber 
Orchestra came to MITS. 
They had a cello, 2 violins 
and a viola. They played 
music and showed us how 
music can create emo-
tions. They are recording 
a soundtrack for our     
animation video.   

At the next visit, we will 
start recording our motion 
video. 

 

School News  

ARTS Collaboration  -  Our Journey to MITS by Sarah George 

A wonderful collaborative project between Swinburne University 

and The Australian Chamber Orchestra (ACO) is underway as 

part of the Arts Program at MITS. Dr Sam Edwards-Vandenhoek, 

who is based in the Centre for Design 

Innovation at Swinburne and runs the 

Marngo Designing Futures program, is 

working with MITS Art teacher, Sarah 

George to guide the students in the 

creation of their own animations,     

describing their journey to MITS. The 

students are working in groups, and 

the final animations will be woven    

together to create one final piece.  

 

Simultaneously, the Australian    

Chamber Orchestra (ACO) is     

working with the students to write 

the soundtracks for their final        

animation. Each week for most of 

this term, either/both the Swinburne 

team and members of the ACO will 

be in the classroom or at Swinburne, working with students on 

their animation projects.  
 

http://www.cdiengage.com.au/
http://www.cdiengage.com.au/


MITS AWARDS 

 

 

SCHOOL ASSEMBLY August 2 

MITS COURAGE AWARD                                          

Presented by                              

Sally Cunningham                        

to Denise Dumoo 

MITS RESPECT AWARD                                          

Presented by                              

Sarah George                

to Levi Christopherson 

MITS ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE & 

EFFORT AWARD                           

Presented by                              

Kathryn Gale                                  

to Sherilyn O’Ryan 

MITS CARE AWARD                                          

Presented by                              

Brad Carmody               

to Sharde Wilson 

The MITS                                          

BOARDING  EXCELLENCE AWARD                           

Presented by Amanda Haggie                              

to Kayden Harrison 



 Microscopes and Bunsen Burners                           
Science Lessons at Scotch College by Brayden & Liam 

 

On Thursday 26
th
 of July, we had our first visit to Scotch College. It 

was great. The Scotch Indigenous Partnership Program (IPP) stu-

dents showed us their Science laboratory and we got to look at small 

dead insects in the microscopes. Then we had to draw them. After 

we finished, we had got to go and kick the footy with some Scotch 

boys on one of the ovals. It was fun, and everyone was laughing and 

having a great time. After footy, we had some biscuits and rice crack-

ers for afternoon tea and then we had to go home. It was good fun.  

On our second visit on the 2
nd

 of August, we got told that we were  

going to use Bunsen burners. All the Scotch boys were excited to see 

us again, and they were waiting for us in the front of the new Science 

building. After we were welcomed, we went up-stairs to another lab 

where the Bunsen burners were. Before we started the  lesson, we 

were told about safety, and we had to wear goggles to protect our 

eyes. We had to boil water in a beaker and check the temperature on 

the thermometer every few minutes. It was fascinating to watch all 

the kids focused on the task. After that, we took the boiling water off 

the flames, then put cold water and salt in the beaker. We had to see 

if the temperature results from the first experiment were the same or 

different to the second experiment. It turned out to be different. The 

salt helped the water boil quicker. After that, all the students were up 

for playing some footy but we had no time because they had set up a 

lovely afternoon tea of scones for us. It was good because we had 

hot chocolate and the scones were sooooooooooo good. Some kids 

even went up for 4
th
s because they were so good. 



 PE with RFC Players by Sharde & Sherilyn 

On the 12
th
 of June we had our PE class with some 

Richmond Football Club players  -  Alex Rance, Trent 

Cotchin, Jack Riewoldt, Dan Butler, Dylan Grimes, 

Callum Moore and Connor Menadue. We played an 

Aboriginal game called Buroinjin which includes a little 

bit of touch rugby, rugby, basketball and soccer. 

We had two different teams. We were on different 

teams and Sharde’s team won with Alex Rance, Dan 

Butler, Jack Riewoldt and Callum Moore.  

They were being silly with each other and 

the players were getting competitive. Alex 

Rance gave all of us girls a hug at the end. It 

was fun. 



Photography  

by Levi  

This term, Kaleb, Mau-
rice (MJ), Kayden and I 
are doing Photography 
for electives. It is fun 
because we get to    
photograph different 
things. We have photo-
graphed cool cars and 
we took photos in Yarra 
Park. We will be doing 
this for 5 weeks. We get 
to use a good camera 
to take the photos of 
things around us and of 
each other. At the end, 
we are going to make a 
book with the pictures 
we have taken. It is 
such good fun taking 
photos with Ms Kath. 

Term 3 School Electives  

All students have opted for an Elective on Tuesday afternoon each 

week during Term 3. They have chosen to do either a                  

Photography, Construction, Gym or Tree of Life elective. Here are 

some of the students’ reports about their chosen electives.  

Construction Elective by Cecil 

In elective every Tuesday, Mr Brady takes us in a quiet room and 

we have been doing Construction. It’s like sticking things together, 

and making models out wood, steel and plastics. At first, Mr Brady 

gave us a choice of things to make out of wood  -  either a plane or 

a sailing boat. I got the plane and Sav chose the boat. Tarkyn and 

Sherilyn chose something else. Then we paint the things we have 

made. 

 



 
Term 3 School Electives  

Gym Elective by Elaine & Adam 

Each Tuesday afternoon, Mr. Brad has been taking us to the gym 

at the Victorian Aboriginal Health Service (VAHS) in Preston. We 

love going to the gym, because it’s a wonderful place for         

dead-lifting and for Aboriginal body builders. We go there to help 

us keep our bodies healthy and strong. We lift some weights, and 

we do rotations every few minutes. To keep us going, we pump 

up the music. It has been a great elective for us.  

New Basketballs 

MITS students were very fortunate last week, to be presented with 3 

new basketballs. They were gifted to us be the Nunawading Basketball 

Association. Their Public Relations Manager June O’Brien, dropped 

into the classroom to give the basketballs to the students.  



 

Laser Tag by Denise & Marlene 

On Thursday the 26th of July, we went to Laser Tag in Box Hill. The 

teachers had promised us that we could go there at the start of the 

term, and so we did it. We invited Sav’s sisters and we had lots of 

fun. There were three teams  -  green, blue and red. We were both 

in the red team with Adam, Elaine, Cecil, Sav and Sav’s sisters. 

The red team came 2
nd

, the green team came 1st and the blue 

team came 3rd. 

Class Visitors 

Sav was very happy to welcome his sister and his cousin to the class-

room for a visit two weeks ago. They were staying with Nicky Harle 

and her family. We also had Anthony Wilson (MITS student from 2016) 

and his friend Tyson, both from Trinity Grammar, come to do some 

work experience in the classroom. It was great to see Anthony         

returning to MITS.  



 Term 2 Tree of Life Graduation by Shontanay & Lilly  

At the end of Term 2, some of us girls started Tree of Life. There 

were 5 of us - Lilly, Shontanay Timikar, Sherilyn and Elaine. First, 

we all sat in a circle on chairs and we started to look at trees and 

we had to choose what type of 

tree design to do. Then we got 

a big white blank paper with a 

board behind it and we started 

to draw our trees. The roots 

are about where you come 

from - your country, your town, 

your family name, your lan-

guage, your moiety, skin and 

totem. The trunk is about your 

strengths, your skills and what 

you do well. The     branches 

are about our goals and 

dreams, and the leaves are 

about the special people in our 

lives. After we finished doing 

our trees 

we had to 

share 

about     

our     

trees.  



 
 

Maths on Punt Road Oval  by Tarkyn 

After we finished our Maths classes about Area and Perimeter with 

Mr. Brad, he asked if we could go onto the Punt Rd. Oval so that 

we could measure the lengths and the width of the oval, the centre 

square, the goal square, and perimeter of the whole oval. I      

measured the length of the oval, and it was 157metres.  



Getting ready for 

the Snow Trip 

Excitement is mounting 

for a School trip to 

Mount Buller on Friday. 

The students will either 

ski or snow-board. You 

will see the photos in 

the next newsletter.  

In preparation for this 

trip, all the students 

have been supplied 

with warm snow gear 

(thanks to the generous 

donations from MITS 

friends). Here are a 

couple of sneaky pics 

of some of our girls get-

ting rugged up and 

ready to hit the snow 

slopes. 

Lockington News by Amanda Haggie 

This term at Lockington, our theme is ‘Gratitude’ We are focussing on 

things we are grateful for and how we show gratitude to others. We 

are aiming to provide opportunities where students can demonstrate 

their appreciation of others. 

One of the biggest highlights for this term is see-

ing all our students kitted out in their formal       

uniforms. Each year at the mid-year break, 

through the generosity of Dobson’s, we are given 

full uniforms for the students, down to socks and 

shoes. There is a real sense of pride when the 

students first put their uniforms on. As you can 

see, they look flash. 

During the weekend of June 29
th
, nine enthusias-

tic runners competed in the 5km run division of 

Run Melbourne. Although it was an early start, 

with a biting wind, all runners completed the 

course, with some even going on to play footy in 

the afternoon. The run concluded with a picnic 

with representatives from Zendesk there, who 

very generously sponsored this event for our 

MITS family (see photos on next page). 

This term we welcome a group of Year 10 boys from St Kevin’s who 

are working with our students on a Wednesday afternoon. The first 

couple of sessions were spent getting to know each other with a 

chance to play some basketball over at the Waterford campus courts. 

They have now started to work on a ‘My kitchen Rules’ project with 

us. The aim is to teach our students how to budget, plan menus, shop 

for ingredients and finally cook a meal. This will be done over in the 

nutrition rooms at Waterford and the meals then be critiqued by a 

panel of mystery judges. The winning team will win a ‘night out’ at the 

restaurant of their choice. 

 

 

 



 
 

RUN Melbourne By Jodie and Jenae 

On Sunday 29
th
 of July, we did RUN Melbourne with Mr Brady, Mr 

Brad, Ms Sally, Liam F, people from Zendesk, Fleur, Michelle, 

Nichola, Annie, Mike, Sue, Amanda and some of the other MITS 

kids. We had to run 5k, and we had  to run from St Kilda Rd over 

the river, around the MCG, then under the bridge to the finish line 

at Birrarung Marr. We all got a medal for doing the Run. Then 5 

minutes later, we had some snacks, like fruits, muffins, scrolls, wa-

ter, and cookies. After that we went home and relaxed.  

At the School Assembly, Nichola and Mike gave us certificate and 

some photos of the RUN. We made some money for MITS. 



 Inside a Limousine by Sherilyn  

One day in July, a big black limousine came to the Richmond 

Football Club with a guest. The driver of the Limo said that we 

could have a look, and sit inside. It had TVs, lights and long long 

seats in it. Amazing! 

More Scotch College Photos 



 

 

Wellbeing Lessons by Gigi 

In Wellbeing, we learned from Mr. Brady about how to push our-

selves out of our comfort zone. We also discussed about Fixed and 

Growth mindsets   -  how you can think about things new ways. In a 

fixed mindset, we think like our feet are stuck in cement, and we are 

fixed in one way of thinking. In a growth mindset, we think about 

things so that we can grow and learn. We have three different zones 

in Wellbeing our Comfort zone, Learning zone and Panic zone. 

They are the most important zones.  

More Art Class Photos 



 

MITS Alumni Ten Pin Bowling Fun  by Michelle Kerrin 

  

The alumni students started the term in full force 

with a fun, yet competitive bowling session! After a 

long holiday back home it was important that we all 

regrouped and had a chill-out session before a hard

-working term ahead. The students had a great time 

having a yarn, sharing stories and pictures, and 

simply enjoying each other’s company. At the end of 

the day it was a hard fought game, but Brady and 

Kenita came out on top and were declared the 

champions.  

  

Our alumni students are ready and determined for 

Term 3, our premiership term, and have showed 

great commitment to their studies and life in Mel-

bourne. We are all proud of our deadly students and 

look forward to seeing what is ahead!  


