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                        Important 
Dates: 

  6 November: Melbourne Cup 
Day Holiday 

  26 October — 4 December 
Student visits to Partner 
Schools for Orientation Days 

  17 November: Lunch at 
Charcoal Lane Restaurant 

  27 November: Launch of 
MITS Book ‘Gudwan Pleis’ 

   11 December: Student 
Graduation Dinner 

Our MITS community 

The past few weeks at MITS have offered us a vibrant reminder of how 
fortunate we are at MITS to have the support of our Melbourne        
community.  The term kicked off with a working bee at Lockington, with 
over a dozen volunteers making the most of the spring sunshine and 
making our boarding house gardens look their best.  Many more of our 
volunteers returned again for Term 4 to help out in the classroom, 
around the boarding house, and in homework club. 

A group of Year 9 St Kevin’s boys, who’ve been spending time with our 
students once a month for much of the year, hosted a Masterchef    
challenge with our students. It was hotly contested, and as one of the 
judges I can vouch for the quality of their  cooking – we have some  
budding chefs on our hands! 

A fortnight ago we held our annual Gala Dinner – a wonderful            
celebration of our students, alumni and our great Melbourne            
community.  Our neighbour Hamish Blake was again our hilarious MC 
and Archie Roach had us spellbound with his singing and storytelling. 

All of these things can only happen thanks to the support of our        
generous Melbourne community.  We and our students couldn’t do what 
we do without this community.  As we approach the end of the school 
year, on behalf of us all, thank you to you all! 

Executive Director’s Message by Edward Tudor 

Lilly - October 10 

Denise –November 18 



 
MITS GALA DINNER 2018 

By Nichola Lefroy 

On October 18, MITS held our annual Gala     
Dinner at Carousel on Albert Park Lake. The night 
was a chance for the entire MITS community to 
gather, share a meal and celebrate our             
extraordinary students and programs. Our Class 
of 2018 Term 3 Captains, Elaine and Kayden, 
gave a wonderful Acknowledgement of Country, 
speaking with confidence and conviction in front 
of our 400 guests! We are very proud of them. 

All students participated in the night, welcoming 
guests, helping them find their tables, making 
damper on the open fire with the food&desire 
chefs, meeting with Partner School staff and host 
families, sharing their Stop-Motion-Go animation 
video and more. Levi was given a nice shout out 
by MC Hamish Blake for the special friendship he 
built with Hamish’s son, Sonny, at the Boarding 
House recently. Well done Levi! 

Other highlights included: Speeches from Anthony 
(Class of 2016) and Naomi (Class of 2017) and the 
alumni video which you can find on our website: 
www.mits.vic.edu.au. We enjoyed an incredible       
performance from Archie Roach with his signature 
combination of singing and story-telling captivating the 
room. We heard a powerful reflection about the power 
of unity amongst diversity from MITS Director Gina 
Milgate. Then there was and a high energy auction 
presided over by long-term supporter Rohan Brown, 
ably assisted by MC Hamish Blake. 

It was a wonderful night! 

http://www.mits.vic.edu.au
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MITS GALA DINNER 2018 

By Shontanay 
 

When we arrived at the        

Carousel Restaurant at Albert 

Park Lake, we had jobs to do. 

Some of us made damper out-

side with the chef. There was 5 

tables and a big fire in front of 

them. There were 2 or 3 people 

of us on each table. We had to 

stretch the damper to make it 

long, then we got a stick and we 

had to curl the damper onto the 

stick. Then we gave it to the 

chefs and they put it into the fire 

to cook. We had to wait for it to 

cook, then we served it from a 

brown board and asked people 

if they wanted some. A lot of 

people wanted some and there 

were a lot of people there.  

Some other kids waited for the 

people to come and they told 

them where their seats were. I 

saw Mrs. Vernon, the Principal 

from  MLC.  

When we all went inside, Hamish Blake was up the front introducing 

every-one.     Kayden and Elaine did the Acknowledgement of Country 

and then we showed every-one our Stop-Go-Animation about our 

MITS story. They clapped at the end, so I think they liked it.   



MITS AWARDS 
SCHOOL ASSEMBLY September 13 

MITS COURAGE AWARD                                          

Presented by                              

Sally Cunningham to                     

Elaine Koimala-Brown 

MITS RESPECT AWARD                                          

Presented by                              

Brad Carmody to        

Jenae Tipiloura 

MITS ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE & 

EFFORT AWARD                           

Presented by Ed Tudor to                                

Brayden Wright 

MITS CARE AWARD                                          

Presented by                              

Brady Cooper to            

Sherilyn O’Ryan 

The MITS                                          

BOARDING  EXCELLENCE AWARD                           

Presented by Amanda Haggie to 

Denise Dumoo 



 Mathletics Certificates & Mathletes Awards 

At the start of the term, Levi and I were elected the Term 4 MITS 

Captains. Our first job as Captains, was to walk all the MITS kids 

back to Lockington by ourselves. Our second job was to speak in 

front of about 500 people at the Kids Teaching Kids Conference 

to say Thank You. Our third job was to host the first Assembly of 

the term.  

New MITS Captains for Term 4 By Sharde  



Kingswood College 

By Denise 

I learned that we are not 

going to have any lollies  

at  Kingswood and that 

we can take our phones 

to class. We will go on 

trips and camps and we 

are still allowed to visit 

MITS.  

By Marlene 

I met the teachers from 

Kingswood College. This 

is what I learned about 

my new school. I learned 

that we are not allowed to 

talk in the class unless 

we are supposed to, or 

you’ll get detention, I also 

learned that you’re not 

allowed to wear makeup. 
I was told that we go on 

camp for 1 or 2 weeks.  I 

am looking forward to 

going to Kingswood     

College.  

Conversation Morning with MITS Partner Schools 

On Saturday morning October 20th, MITS hosted a Conversation 
Morning for teachers from our Partner Schools. The MITS students 
presented PowerPoint presentations about themselves, and asked 
questions about their new 2019 schools. The students have written 
some accounts below, of what they learned about their schools. 

SCHOOL NEWS 

What we learned about  

Kingswood College  

by Sherilyn 

I learned that we are going to have five    
different classes in each day and that I’ll 
have homework on the weekends. It will be 
different hard work in class and if I don’t 
work hard, I’ll get more homework even at 
weekends. I was told that I can bring my 
phone to school, but I can’t use my phone 
in class. Only at recess and lunch. They 
said that we are going in Term 4. When I 
finish Year 12 at  Kingswood, I am going to 
get work and a house around Richmond 
and live in Melbourne for the rest of my life.  

By Timikar 

I met with Michaela, Rebecca and Melinda 
from Kingswood College. I learned that 
we’re going to have an iPad for homework 
and schoolwork. I was told that we are    
allowed to wear one ear-ring at school. 
Michaela, Rebecca, Melinda and all the   
other teachers said they are looking forward 
to seeing us next year! When I go to     
Kingswood, I want to take lollies to school.   



What we learned about  

Brighton Grammar 
School by Cecil 

I learned that BGS is a big 
school and there’s more 
classes to get to.                                                                     
I also learned that Jamie 
Bennell is the only         
Aboriginal worker there. I 
was told that you have to 
move from class to class 
in less than 5 minutes. 
Jamie said that if I have 
trouble with anything I can 
go to him or Miss       
Christine. When I get to 
Brighton next year, I’ll get 
my new uniform and it is 
red and dark blue. 

What I learned about  

Forest Hill College    
by Adam 

I met with Ben and Dave 
from Forest Hill College. I 
learned that the Principal, 
Dave, does boxing with 
his daughter. I also 
learned that FHC has a 
big sporting academy. I 
was told that next year I 
will have my own         
computer. Ben and Dave 
said that I can keep my 
long hair and Dave said 
he wants me to do a footy 
clinic or a soccer clinic.   

 

Conversation Morning 

What we learned about MLC By Shontanay  

On Saturday October 20
th
 I met a teacher from MLC and her name 

was Lucy. She is an Aboriginal woman from NSW. She is a       
Science teacher at MLC and she showed me 3 books. She told me 
about the school, then I showed her my PowerPoint. I had some 
questions for her about MLC. It is one of the oldest schools to have 
a boarding house.   

My Presentation By Savario 

I met with Tony and Oliver and I showed them my work and my 

PowerPoint presentation. They asked me questions about my 

school work. I also talked about my new school. I want to play 

drums in the music room there too. I learned that my new school 

finishes earlier than here at MITS. We finish school in 3:30 but at 

my new school is 3:20. 



What we learned about 
Siena College  

By Lilly 

Elaine and I met with  

Maria from Siena        

College. I shared my 

PowerPoint presentation 

with her, and she was so 

excited. She told me that 

there are lots of            

excursions next year and 

lots of camps. I learned 

about the Art room at  

Siena and that all of the 

Year 9 and 10 girls from 

Siena make dresses out 

of paper and other       

materials. She told us 

that we are not allowed to 

have our phones in the 

class room. 

What we learned about Trinity Grammar  

By Levi 

On Saturday, October 20
th
 I met with Tom from Trinity Grammar. 

I learned that there are lots of sports at Trinity and I also learned 

that the Trinity oval is the same size as the MCG’s. He said that 

when I am in Year 9, I can go to China. When I showed Tom my 

PowerPoint, he really liked seeing the views at Kakadu. 

By Tarkyn 

Tom from Trinity Grammar told us that they have a very good 

Rugby and Athletic club at Trinity. I learned that we can go to 

South Africa if we want to go and the Trinity Boarding House is 

800 meters away from the school. Brady said he lives 2.8 km 

away from Trinity. When I was presenting my PowerPoint to 

Tom, I felt a bit nervous. 

Conversation Morning 

What I learned about             
Ruyton Girl’s School  

By Sharde 

I met with Libby Pearce, an ex-

Ruyton teacher. I showed her my 

PowerPoint about myself and I 

showed her my Tree of Life tree. 

We talked about Georgia, Tom and 

their family. She told me that     

Ruyton used to be a boarding 

school but it isn’t a boarding school 

any more. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stop Motion Animation Project  

The proud dingo and the scared jelly fish groups 

went one day, and the lonely echidna and the     

excited parrot groups went on another day. I was in 

the lonely echidna group, and the story was about 

an echidna who lost his family but then found them 

in the end. This represented how we felt when we 

first came to MITS from our different communities 

around Australia.  

When we made the animation, we enjoyed it       

because we had    never done anything like that 

before, and we got to use our hands. After we     

finished the filming the animation, there were four 

kids who had to speak in their languages for the 

voice-over in each of the stories. I got to help make 

music with Australian Chamber Orchestra Inspired 

Quartet and I got to do all the yidaki (didjeridoo)

sounds. At the beginning of this term, we got to see 

the finished product and it was good. They 

launched it at the Gala Dinner for every-one to see. 

They all clapped. 

By Tarkyn 

At the start of Term 3, we started a stop motion animation project 

with Ms Sarah in Art class. We worked with Swinburne University 

and they taught us how to do animations. We had 3 to 4 weeks to 

design it, 2 weeks to make the soundtrack with the Australian 

Chamber Orchestra and 2 days to     create the animation. We went 

to Swinburne to make it. We worked in different groups. There was 

the lonely echidna, the excited parrot, the scared jellyfish and the 

proud dingo.  



ROYAL MELBOURNE 

SHOW 

By Cecil 

On the last Wednesday 
of Term 3, the MITS mob 
went to The Royal      
Melbourne Show. We 
wore casual clothes, and 
we took our phones and 
our money. We went by 
train and the ride was too 
long. There were a lot of 
people on the train and at 
the Show. When we got 
off the train, we got in to 
groups. My group was 
Liam Flanagan, Savario, 
Liam  and I.  

The first place we went 
to, was the soccer kick-
ing. After that we went to 
The Haunted House. The 
Haunted House was too 
scary for Liam Flanagan, 
especially when the 
chainsaw man came from 
the window. Liam fell and 
we were laughing and 
laughing. Then again 
when the chainsaw man 
came from the door he 
fell again, and while we 
were running outside I 
almost fell and the chain-
saw man came running 
for me. After that, Sav 
and I went to the Ferris 
Wheel. From up there we 
could see the other mob. 
When I spotted Adam, I 
tried to call out to him but 
he didn’t listen. At the 
end of the day we bought 
show bags  and I got a 
NSW BLUES show bag. 
This was the best day in 
Melbourne this year. 

 The Royal Melbourne Show  

By Jodie 

On Wednesday 26th of September, we went to 

the Melbourne Show. We took our phones with 

us to take some photos too. After we got to the 

show, we saw there were lots of people there. 

We got into 5 groups, and in my group there 

was Shontanay, Sharde, Jenae, Sherilyn and I, 

and  we went with Ms Kath. First we got to go 

on a ride, but it was really scary. Me, Brayden, 

Shontanay and Jenae were screaming our 

heads off. We were like AHHHH. We thought 

that we were going to fall off the tower or some-

thing. Then after the ride we joined up with another group and 

Tarkyn, Sherilyn, Brayden Shontanay, Sharde, Jenea and I went 

on the biggest ride and I wasn’t screaming, but the others were 

screaming there heads off. It was really scary but I was just    

closing my eyes all the time. Then we went to look at the cows 

and all the different kinds of animals. After that, we went to the 

big buildings to look at all the food and craft with Ms Kath. We 

saw the Master Chef kitchen too. After we bought our show-

bags, we met up with everyone and went back to Lockington. I 

had the best time of my life. It was amazing, and I loved it.  

 



The Royal         
Melbourne Show  

By Sherilyn 

At the Royal Melbourne 
Show, I went with Ms 
Kath, Jenae, Shontanay 
and Sharde. 

We went on 5 rides   
together and it was    
really good fun. After 
the rides we went to an-
imal shed and we got to 
see cows, chickens, 
sheep and horses. 

Then we went to a big 
tent that had lots of dif-
ferent kinds of cakes 
and craft on show. After 
that, we went to the 
show food tent and it 
had lots of food for sale.   

At the end of the day, 
we met everyone at the 
Ferris Wheel and went 
to buy show bags      
together. I bought 3 
show bags. On the way 
back to Lockington I 
was sleepy because I 
had too much sugar.     

Royal Melbourne Show ... 

 

.  



 
Royal Botanical Gardens, Cranbourne excursion 

By Marlene 

On Wednesday 17
th
 of October, we went to Cranbourne Botanical 

Gardens for a Science excursion. On the way in the bus, we were 

listening to music and singing. When we got there, we went into a 

little room to look at wombat bones and we got to hold it and look 

at it closely. After looking at the bones, we went for a walk around 

the garden. There were lots of Australian and NT plants and    

flowers. Next, we went to see the wombat barrow, we had to go in 

small groups to see the wombat barrow, because there was a big 

ant nest. When the first group went to see the wombat burrow, 

they disturbed the ant nest and Brayden got bitten by one. Then 

we went back to the entrance and the two Term 3 MITS Captains 

made a little speech and we went back to the bus and back to 

school to finish some school work before going back to          

Lockington. 



By Gigi 

We went to the AFL 
Fun Day and it was 
good because there 
were AFL players    
everywhere. On our 
way to the activities, we 
saw IHHP (Indigenous 
Hip Hop Projects) and 
we saw Baker Boy. We 
watched them do their 
dance and when they 
came off stage, we said 
hello. They did a work -
shop later, and we had 
a little dance with them. 
After that, we did some 
AFL activities then we 
went back to school for 
free time. 

AFL Fun Day 

 

    By Kaleb 

On the last week of Term 3, we went to the AFL Fun Day in  Yarra 

Park. It looked awesome and they had lots of activities  you can 

play. For example, there was an obstacle course and other things. 

When we were walking around, we saw Baker Boy. He was doing 

a dance concert with the Indigenous Hip Hop   Project. The      

dancers told us to start dancing with them. I didn’t dance, but while 

I was looking around I saw an AFL player. It was Josh Gibson. He 

played for Hawthorn, but he retired last year. After watching the 

dancers, we walked around and saw all the activities we could do. 

There was a ps4 and ps3. The teams were West Coast Eagles and 

Collingwood and you could predict the Grand Final. Brayden and I 

lined up and when we had our turn, we went on ps4. It was better 

because of the graphics and the controls were better. After a we 

played, I teased Brayden for a bit because I beat him by 40 points. 

Later Brady asked us if we wanted to see what was on the other 

side of the park, so we went for a walk around. When I was looking 

around, I saw Ben Brown and I asked if I could get his signature 

and Brady said yes. So, I walked over and got his signature. After 

that, we walked back to school. That’s how we spent our day at the 

AFL Fun Day and everyone enjoyed it. 



 Tom Dunn  -  Riding, Running & Swimming 4,825kms for MITS 

By Paul 

Tom Dunn is covering some serious miles for MITS. He is the man 

behind Australia’s Longest Triathlon, an epic journey from Cape 

York, all the way down to Wilson’s Promontory. Along the way, 

Tom is raising awareness and money for our students. With a cycle 

leg longer than the average Tour De France, a run leg further than 

22 marathons, and a swim leg greater than 4 crossings of the    

British channel, everyone at MITS is so proud of Tom’s amazing 

commitment to our work. See opposite, Tom is wearing his riding 

gear,  designed by our very own MITS alumni student Anthony   

Wilson – doesn’t he look great! Go Tom! 

 

Having made a connection with the Indigenous Aquatics Officer for 

Surfing Victoria, we have been offered four Stand Up Paddle 

Boarding sessions around various lakes/inlets in Victoria. The first 

of these was a huge success, out at Lilydale Lake. Each session 

will aim to increase the student’s skills. 

Stand Up Paddle Boarding 



 Lockington News 

By Amanda 

We have started off with enthusiasm at Lockington this term, and it was 

delightful to watch the students so excited to see each other and tell   

stories about their holidays. Our focus for this term at Lockington is 

‘Moving On’, so we are  really concentrating on the students learning 

skills to make a confident transition into their new schools next year—

especially building on their abilities to ask for help, to manage them-

selves, to make new friends, and being able to initiate conversations.  

The art of holding good conversations is something that we have been 

practising, and we were very fortunate to host some members from the 

Alice Sloan Trust to dinner recently. This was a great chance for the kids 

to engage in conversation with people that they didn’t know. Feedback 

from the group was that all students were delightful, interested and en-

gaged. This very generous Trust has also invited our students to dine 

with them at Charcoal Lane for a luncheon which we are all thoroughly 

looking forward to. Charcoal Lane is a social enterprise restaurant that  

offers a menu of dishes using Australian flavours that are inextricably 

linked with memory and emotion, being inspired by the land that        

produced them. 

Another exciting partnership that has been 

happening at Lockington has been the weekly 

sessions with some Year 10 boys from St    

Kevin’s who worked towards getting our       

students ready for a My Kitchen Rules Cooking 

Competition. Our students have learned about 

budgeting to buy their food, how to order on 

line, and what constitutes a balanced and 

healthy meal. These lessons culminated in a 

cooking competition where the students were 

split into groups and had to plan and deliver a         

nutritious meal for judging by three guest     

judges. We were very fortunate to be able to 

use the Food Technology rooms over at the St 

Kevin’s Waterford campus. Although there 

were only a couple of points between the first 

and second place winners, first place was    

taken out by the group who made homemade 

dough and created a pizza with the toppings 

strategically placed to form the MITS logo. The 

winners will be treated to a dinner out with 

Ryan our Chef, to our local burger restaurant 

‘Grill’d’ on Swan St.  

 

 



 
 

Camping at Rick & Liz’s Farm 

By Denise 

All the girls went to Rick & Liz’s farm and we stayed for one night. 
First we un-packed our stuff and then had dinner. On the next day, 
Lilly and Elaine saw a sheep giving birth. Then they got chased by 
the lamb and Lilly was scared but she couldn’t stop laughing,     
Later, we went to get a hot chocolate and we had marshmallows 
with it, and it was yummy. On the way there, Lilly went over an 
electric fence and got a shock. It was a fun time at Rick and Liz’s.  

Yarra River Walk 



 

 

MITS Alumni Term 4 News by Michelle Kerin 

Our MITS alumni are flying through their final school term for 2018! 

Each of our deadly students continue to show courage and great 

strength as young leaders in Melbourne. We started off this term 

with a bang at our Gala Dinner. Over 400 people had the privilege 

of listening to Anthony and Naomi’s speeches, where they yarned 

about the challenges and successes of being in Melbourne.  

Anthony talked about the support and sense of belonging he re-

ceives from his Melbourne 

family and Trinity College. 

He also spoke about his trip 

to China, and all the wonder-

ful friends he has made on 

this journey. Naomi shared 

with us the need to return 

home for family and ceremo-

ny after Term 1 at King-

swood College, and why 

coming back to Melbourne 

at the end of Term 3 was an 

important step for her future. 

We are very proud of both 

Anthony and Naomi for shar-

ing these parts of them-

selves with the MITS family 

and community. What deadly young people! Many of our alumni 

students also gathered early this term for a few rounds of laser tag! 

It was a competitive evening, topped off with some yarns, pizza 

and family. We look forward to seeing everyone again later in the 

term. Keep up the deadly work everyone, we are nearly there!  



 More Gala Photos 

  



 

 

More Royal Melbourne Show Photos 


